
Live Streaming: 
Information for parents 

and carers



• Visual broadcast live over the internet via any smart 
phone or tablet with a camera 

• Live streamed videos are unedited and shared without 
delay 

• Unmoderated, unrehearsed & unpredictable  

• Viewers can send gifts, comment and talk directly with 
the person live streaming

What is live streaming?



What does it look like?
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Popularity
Live streaming is highly appealing to children and young people as it 
offers the opportunity for them to be a creator and presenter and be 
seen by a potentially huge audience.  

Live.me: Over 20,000,000 downloads  

YouNow: 10,000,000 – 50,000,000 downloads  

Live.ly: 5,000,000 – 10,000,000 downloads   

Periscope: 10,000,000 – 50,000,000 downloads 

Musical.ly:  100,000,000 – 500,000,000 downloads 
   

* References: Google Play October 2017. All referenced have an age limit of  
13+ years



Risk factors 

• Developmental stage 

• Reduced inhibition online 

• Live streaming is ‘in the moment’ 

• Tactics such as trickery 

• Affirmation 

• Power of multiple comments 

• Fear 



What can you do?   

• Ongoing conversations with 
your child about their internet 
use 

• Children should only live stream 
in public rooms 

• Look out for children moving to 
private platforms 

• Build resilience, particularly 
where children are feeling 
lonely 

• Encourage children to identify 
safe and trusted adults  

• Make sure children know where 
to go for support



Positive vs unhealthy  
attention

• Schedule planned attention 

• Give personal and positive feedback 

• Be a positive role model 

• Encourage choice and consent from an 
early age



Risk factors

• Developmental stage and sexual 
exploration 

• Reduced inhibition online 

• Concept of live streaming 

• Tactics such as flattery and 
affirmation 

• Power of multiple comments  

• Fear 



What can you do?   

• Ongoing conversations with your 
child about their internet use  

• Talk to young people about 
being asked to move to private 
platforms 

• Build resilience particularly 
where young people are feeling 
lonely 

• Encourage young people to 
identify safe and trusted adults  

• Make sure young people know 
where to go to report and for 
support



Conversation topics 

• Age appropriate news stories/TV storylines 

• Photos vs live streaming 

• ‘Likes’ and views



Thinkuknow website for  
parents/carers 

 



Thinkuknow websites for 
young people



Reporting to CEOP

The CEOP website has 
information on:  

• When to report to CEOP  
• What happens when a report 

is made to CEOP  
• How CEOP can help 



Staying up to date
CEOP social media 

CEOP websites

@CEOPUK

 ClickCEOP

www.thinkuknow.co.uk 
www.thinkuknow.co.uk/parents

www.ceop.police.uk/safety-centre


